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The Risk of Church Growth

I like to think I have a lot of ‘kid’ left in me. I like to
think that my energy and the Spirit God has placed
within me can be used for good. I believe God has
placed a vision before me and that it consists of
helping First UMC (FUMC) grow into a church that
does not just talk about yesteryear, but is reclaiming
the ministry of reconciliation and living into a vibrant
church. “I’ve got 20-20 vision and the rest of the
world is wearing bifocals.” Wait! I may not have as
much vision as these two fellows though.
A few weeks ago, I walked into the dining room and witnessed these two
young men trekking up Grand Parkway North. It is a fairly steep ascent.
Did I mention they were on roller blades? I marveled at their balance and
tenacity. They obviously were not newbies on inline skates. Let’s consider
their obstacles:
1. The hill
2. Anti-skid on the road
3. The cold day
4. Possible traffic
5. Risk of serious injury (please see numbers 1-4)
None of these aforementioned obstacles deterred these boys from realizing
the crest of the hill. They played around and even jumped into the grass to
peer down onto route 322. As they rolled away toward the downward side
of Summit Manor, I could only imagine what that would look like as they
free rolled to the bottom. Once again, they would have to negotiate:

the hill, the anti-skid, the cold, the traffic, and the risk of injury.
Church Growth has some similarities to roller blading Grand Prkwy N.
We must attempt things that seem frightening to some, things that sound
preposterous to others, and things that nobody else is doing in order that
one more unchurched person comes to faith in Jesus.
Here are some things in God’s vision for FUMC:
† Forming a new worship service for unchurched or those who have
not been in a church for years. (Check!)
† Connecting our church with ‘our’ community through meaningful
mission work with other churches and denominations. (We Are
Better Together) (Check!)
† Having separate youth groups for middle and high school age kids
(and to be invitational to include kids who have no church home).
(Check!)
† To create ministry opportunities and connect with businesses and
organizations who desire to see Lewistown grow back to an All
American city. (Still working on this…)
† For each member of FUMC to have a heart that breaks for
marginalized kids and stressed single parents. (Getting there.)
If fear is a thing we wrestle with, then know this, faith in God calls us to
overcome our fears with an indomitable trust and to lean into situations
that don’t seem possible so that our fear is overwhelmed by God’s
provision.
Where have we not gone yet? Who have we not talked to and connected
with? Where is God calling you and me to go? Let’s
lace up the roller blades….actually, just slip on your
shoes and walk with me won’t you?
Love and Peace, PR

Tipping the Scales for Hunger
Goal of 2000 pounds of food
The rationale behind bolstering our food bank
is that soon children will be out on summer
break. Families who rely on school meals to
fill children’s bellies are faced with the task of
providing extra meals throughout June, July,
and August. Our Food Bank wants to be able
to provide that much needed food source.
The Challenge: if the church hits the goal (2,000 pounds of nonperishables), Pastor Randy will attempt 100 push-ups without
stopping in both services. (Remember he is nearing 58 years of age,
so we’ll have an ambulance on standby.)
The Fun of competition is that Josh and Kody Hassinger will be
choosing teams of children to compete to see who gathers the most
food by weight. Whoever loses the competition (Kody or Josh) will
do 100 push-ups with the Pastor!
Our contest will begin on April 15th. You are encouraged to donate your
food items and place them near the exit below the video screen.
Throughout the next 5 weeks, we’ll try to have updated weight totals
to inform the congregation where they stand in the contest.
Our celebration day will be Pentecost Sunday May 20th when we
hopefully reach our goal of 2,000 pounds of food!
Cody and Josh Hassinger will be picking teams of children to help with
the cause and you can donate to the team of your choice. Let’s have
fun and support a worthy cause!

Team Kody

Team Josh

Needed Food items include:
† Meats – Spam, tuna, chicken, canned hams,
† Breakfast – Cereals, oatmeal packets, pop tarts, pancake
mixes, pancake syrup,
† Soups – chicken noodle, beef vegetable, tomato, canned
pasta, raviolis
† Flavored Lipton noodles, Boxed macaroni, spaghetti of various
kinds, spaghetti sauces
† Hamburger helper,
†
†
†
†
†
†
†
†
†
†

Peanut butter
Jellies and Jams
Marshmallow Crème
Ketchup
Mustard
Mayonnaise
Miracle Whip
Fruit cups
Pudding Packs
Jello Packs

† 100% Juice Drink boxes
† Quart and two quart bottles of 100% apple juice or other
flavors of juice

Mt 25 story
In January a woman came to pick up a gas voucher for a medical
appointment. She showed me a picture of her 6 month old daughter at
Christmas. She is a beautiful, healthy child. Her proud mother told me,
“Thank you, so much. If it weren’t for your church and the gas money for
the many trips to Geisinger in Danville for my high risk pregnancy she
wouldn’t be here.”
Thank you church for all you do in supporting this ministry.
- Karen
Weekly Church Service at Geisinger- Lewistown Hospital 7a
There is a church service offered weekly on Sunday afternoons at the
hospital on 7a, the Behavioral Health Unit. My husband, Dave, leads the
singing and I offer a message and prayer.
I appreciate Vicki Elmer who fills in when I am unable to attend. We
never know how many will attend but it is not about the numbers. It is all
about worshipping God and offering a space for people who are hurting to
reach out to their God and be loved for who they are. This last Sunday a
woman expressed great thanks for our being there. She said she had
gotten away from the church though it has meant a lot to her. She has been
wanting to get back and this will be the start of that renewed relationship.
Thanks be to God.
- Karen

Heaven's Grocery Store
I was walking down life's highway a long time ago. One day I
saw a sign that read `Heaven Grocery Store'.
As I got a little closer, the door came wide open, And when I
came to myself, I was standing inside.
I saw a host of angels. They were standing everywhere. One
handed me a basket and said, "My child, shop with care."
Everything a Christian needed was in the Grocery Store. And if
you couldn't carry them, you could come back for more.
First I got some PATIENCE. LOVE was in the same row. Further
down was UNDERSTANDING, you need that wherever you go.
I got a box of WISDOM, a bag or two of FAITH. I couldn't miss
the Holy Ghost, for He was all over the place. I stopped to get
some STRENGTH and COURAGE to help me win the race.
And though my basket was getting full, I remembered to get
some GRACE.
I didn't forget SALVATION, for salvation, that was free. So, I
tried to get enough of that to save both you and me. Then I
started up the counter to pay the grocery bill, for I thought I had
everything to do my Master's will.

As I went up the aisle, I saw PRAYER and I just had to put that
in, For I knew when I stepped outside, I would run into SIN.
PEACE and JOY were plentiful, they were on the last shelf.
SONG and PRAISES were hanging near so I just helped myself.
Then I said to the Angel, "Now how much do I owe?"
He just smiled and said, "Just take them everywhere you go!"
Again I smiled at him and said, "How much do I really owe?"
The Angel smiled again and said, "My child, Jesus paid your bill
a long time ago."

Dear Beloved Children of God:
It is very evident to me that God has truly blessed First United Methodist
Church with a vibrant, generous Christian community. We are a
community centered on the Love and Service of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. We welcome anyone and everyone to be part of our church family,
and to take part in joyful celebrations with active participation from our
parishioners.
In addition to Sunday morning ministry, there are many opportunities
for involvement and service within the parish and to the broader
community. I have had the privilege of getting to worship and fellowship
with our newest brothers and sisters of the FUMC family. Our nontraditional service on Sunday mornings has created a space for new
growth and a place for people who need church to look different then the
Traditional Ideas. We can have up to 12 people on a Sunday morning now
and we continue to grow. We are also watching the Thursday Evening
Bible Study at Brisco’s thrive. We have new leaders in our Youth Program
now and are blessed to have folks offer their gifts and talents to our
ministry. Teresa Yoder, Crystal Ferencz, Tiffany Beachel, Lance Hanson,

Rylie Ream, Peighton Wagner, and Halle Ferencz have all recently joined
our Youth leadership team. Peighton and Halle are junior leaders and are
excited to learn how to make a difference in the lives of their peers. We
will have clearances on all Youth leaders and are currently looking for a
Safe Sanctuary training for all of our leaders. Tandi Lauver is providing
meals and clean up as much as her work schedule allows, and Gyke
McCardle has also graciously volunteered to help with Youth on
Wednesday evenings when needed. Bonnie Zannino is graciously
providing Children’s Ministry on Wednesday evenings for approximately
eight to ten children.
I smile BIG as my phone goes off several times throughout the day
and evening as our new leaders are excited and full of wonderful and fresh
ideas and plans. God IS at work in our church family and our ministries!
We will meet all of our new leaders in our next newsletter.
Our church website has been designed to offer information that will
promote continued growth in your life of faith through contact with our
ministries and organizations. I invite you to peruse our bulletins, access
calendars and schedules, learn more about service opportunities and
ministry. We value and rely on your talents to continually enrich the life of
our church community and to bring the spirit and values of the Gospel to
the world around us. No effort is too small, and together we can
continually renew the life of our congregation and bring great hope for the
future.
If you are already a parishioner, thank you for being here and for the gifts
you share with this community. If you are looking for a church to call
home, we encourage you to get to know us better. We welcome you.
Yours in Christ,
Heidi Bracken (Director of Christian Ed and Youth Ministry)

Youth News
Friday April 6th and Saturday April 7th –
Lock-in at the church
Sunday April 8th – YOUTH SUNDAY
Youth Grades 6-12 – Koinonia is sponsoring lunch and a
Scavenger Hunt Saturday, April 15th, following the 10:30
service until 1:30. No need to sign up. Just come join us!
April 20th through April 27th Heidi will be on vacation and
there will be no youth group on April 25th.
APRIL 25th – NO YOUTH GROUP
Sunday April 15th – Break Every Chain Youth Unified Worship
Service
Sunday April 29th – Youth are invited to participate as a Youth
Group in The Bishop’s Partners in Mission / Miles for Mission
Walk/Run-a-thon 2 -5 p.m.
See Heidi for details.

Looking Ahead
May 11th and 12th- Youth grades 6th -12th Homeless Education
Event at Kish Park
DOWN AND OUT BOUT –
Teens will sleep in Box’s to experience what homeless people
experience.
Police will patrol for safety and educational reasons.
4 or 5 different Youth groups and their leaders have been
invited to join us.
Cost $10.00 per youth
Week of Caring Youth Component
* Mission Trip for Youth 6th -12th Grade *
Monday evening July 30th at 6:30 p.m. through Thursday
evening August 2nd where parents are invited to come and
worship with their teens and enjoy a meal with their teens.
Teens will work during the day and spend the evenings with the
leaders and peers.
This will be offered to 4 or 5 different Mifflin County Youth
Groups and Youth leaders.
Cost $30.00 per youth
Other Youth events to be announced as leaders have a chance
to meet to organize and plan !!!

XP3 High School
The newly formed XP3 high school class is now meeting upstairs in the
balcony area of the church. The middle school and high school have been
divided to accommodate age appropriate learning.
We will begin a 3 week series about finding contentment and value in
what we have, and giving generously even when it seems insignificant.
† 4-8: You have something that matters.
† 4-15: You have something for which to be grateful.
† 4-22: You have something with which to be generous.
We will follow with a 3 week series about trusting and following God’s
plan even when He leads us through
unfamiliar territory.
† 4-29: Small steps lead to big
places.
† 5-6: God sees more than our
mess.
It is such a joy working with the high school class. We are currently using
middle school curriculum, but look forward to fall and XP3 high school
material!
Tracie Hughes, LOL-XP3 Senior High Instructor

April 1 - Easter
6:30 AM Sunrise Service
@ Lind followed by breakfast
8:00/10:30 AM Worship
9:10 Sunday School
8:00 Liturgist: Karen
10:30 Liturgist: Karen
April 8 – Youth Sunday
9:30 AM Combined Worship
Liturgists: Youth
April 15
8:00/10:30 AM Worship
9:10 Sunday School
8:00 Liturgist: TBS
10:30 Liturgist: Lisa Heckman
11:45 Youth grades 6-12 lunch
and Scavenger Hunt
April 22
8:00/10:30 AM Worship
9:10 Sunday School
8:00 Liturgist: TBS
10:30 Liturgist: Lisa Heckman
April 29
8:00/10:30 AM Worship
9:10 Sunday School
8:00 Liturgist: Karen
10:30 Liturgist: Karen

April S.S. Teachers
Nursery – TBS
Pre-School – K Aleta Harpster
Grades 1-2 Bonnie Zannino
Grades 3-5 Tina Stoner
Grades 6-9 Tracie Hughes
Grades 10-12 TBS

8 AM Barry & Debbie Bargo
10:30 AM To be scheduled

FUMC Transport
T

Salvatore Family

Transportation is available to
the Sunday Worship Service.

Junior Church
TBS

Kangaroo Kids
Salvatore Family

Children’s Message April
April 1 Bruce
April 8 Youth
April 15 Pastor Randy
April 22 Karen
April 29 Pastor Randy
April
Acolytes –
To be
scheduled

In accordance with privacy
policy @ Geisinger-Lewistown
Hospital you need to inform Rev.
Karen McCachren (717-248-1011
or 717-437-6023) or the church
office if you are hospitalized and
desire a visit.
Prayer Chain Line:
Call 717-248-8459 or
717-242-1655
Open to anyone with a prayer
request or anyone willing to pray
for requests.
Purpose The prayer chain provides
confidential intercessory prayer.
To request prayer or to become a
praying member call:
Dave or Karen McCachren at
717-248-8459,
(kmccachren@comcast.net) or
Laura or Bruce Buffington @
717-242-1655,
(lkbuff122@gmail.com)

Our prayers for health and
wholeness are shared with:
Kiera Shuttlesworth, Paul Bryan,
Bonnie VanNatta, Dave Hartley,
Sandy Coons, Jack Knox, Sherry
Price, Skip Headings, Kelly
Rhodes, and Carl Harpster.

FUMC Finance and Attendance
Regular Offerings
March 4
$4,908
March 11
$5,075
March 18
$6,096
March 25
$6,145
Unpaid Bills - $0.00
Attendance
March 4
March 11
March 18
March 25

160
149
150
165

Our sincere thanks again to Bill Herbertson for doing the audit.
The Finance Committee reviewed Bill’s findings and will present a report
to the Ministry Council at their next meeting. Contact the office if you
would like a copy of the audit. Special thanks to our treasurer, Barb
Baker, who verifies the accuracy of the church’s financial records and
manages the cemetery and to the Finance chairperson, Laura Buffington,
who does a masterly job of overseeing all things financial @ FUMC.

Koinonia Women’s Fellowship
Tuesday, April 3rd @ 7 PM
Plan Scavenger Hunt for Youth
Coordinators: Laura and Lisa
Devotions/Refreshments - Elaine
All women are invited to join us!
Lenten Breakfast 8 AM
April 14th – Women’s Appreciation
breakfast @ Trinity UMC
Italian Night – ‘A Taste of Old Italy’
We’re planning our traditional ‘Taste of Old Italy’
Italian Dinner for Saturday, May 5th,
Cinco de Mayo, so let’s celebrate.
All the details will be coming soon.
Mark your calendars for this great
evening of food and fun! Tickets will be
available @ the church office or contact
Jim Havice.
FOOD DRIVE – Beginning April 15th we
will be seeking to accumulate 2,000 pounds
of food for the Food Bank. Josh and
Kody Hassinger are leading teams of
children to see who can gather the most
food by weight. Whoever loses will be
doing 100 push-ups with Pastor Randy
on May 20th which is Pentecost! Direct
questions to Tandi Lauver or PR.
Thanks for your support! See PR’s
article in this newsletter for all the
details.

The Altar Flowers

April
3.
6.
11.
11.
12.
16.

Vicki Elmer
Randy Fluke
Nancy Rauch
Rev. Roz Mason
Madison Lauver
Isaac Matthews

18. Ruth Broome
19. Dr. Charles Everhart
20. Lantz Heckman
21. Aleta Harpster
21. Darl Miller
21. Carla Baumgardner
22.
23.
24.
25.

Bill Herbertson
Tandi Lauver
John Hasson
Barb Baker

April 1
Lilies adorn the sanctuary in
celebration of the risen Christ.
April 8
The altar flowers are presented
to the glory of God.
April 15
The altar flowers are presented
to the glory of God.
April 22
The flowers are presented to
the glory of God.
April 29
The flowers are presented to
the glory of God.
Lots of dates are still open for
2018. Complete a Flower
Order Form available @ the
Welcome Center or call the
office if you would like one
mailed to you.

First U.M. Church Staff
Ministry Staff:
Pastor: Rev. Randy Hughes
Pastor E-Mail: rhughes@susumc.org
Deacon of Caring Ministries: Rev. Karen McCachren
Deacon of Caring Ministries E-Mail: kmccachren@comcast.net
Education Director/Youth Leader: Heidi Bracken
Education Director E-Mail: heidi.bracken@gmail.com 724-516-5527
Outreach Coordinator: Jen Lynch responder1824@msn.com
Music Staff:
Choirs Director: Katie Becker
Organists: Dr. Fred Benner, Lauri Dulis, Richard Hamler
Support Staff:
Custodians: Joe Lingle, Cassie Shank
Office Manager: Rob Hagenberger
Church Office Hours:
Monday through Friday 7AM - Noon
Phone: 717-248-4618 Fax: 717-242-4757
Email: fumc200@outlook.com
Website: http://fumclewistown.org
Facebook: First United Methodist Church of Lewistown
FUMC Worship Services Sunday morning @ 8 AM and 10:30 AM.
Sunday School @ 9:10 AM, Nursery Provided, Safe Sanctuaries
The Newsletter Deadline
is always the 15th
of each month!

April 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1Easter
6:30 Sunrise Service
@ Lind/Breakfast
8/10:30 Worship
9:10 Sunday School

2
Office Closed

3
Office Closed
7 PM Koinonia
Scavenger Hunt
Preparation Meeting
7 PM SPRC

4
10:30/7 Bible Study
5-7 PM Youth

5
11:30 AM Good Eggs
Celebratory Lunch
@ Hoss’
6:30 Bells
7:30 Choir
8 AA

6
Youth Lock-in

7
Youth Lock-in

8 Youth Sunday
9:30 AM
Combined
Service
2 PM Safe
Sanctuaries Training
15
8/10:30 Worship
9:10 Sunday School
Noon Youth Lunch
and Scavenger Hunt
Begin Food Drive

9
7 PM Ray of Hope

10
6:30 PM Christian
Education Meeting

11
10:30/7 Bible Study
5-7 PM Youth

12
6:30 PM Bell Choir
7:30 PM Choir
8 PM AA

13

14
8 AM Women’s
Appreciation
Breakfast @ Trinity

16
7 PM Ray of Hope
7 PM Week of
Caring Meeting @
Church Hill UMC

17
7 PM Trustees

18
10:30/7 Bible Study
5-7 PM Youth

19
6:30 PM Bell Choir
7:30 PM Choir
8 PM AA

20

21

22
8/10:30 Worship
9:10 Sunday School

23
9:30 AM-4 PM PSAR
Meeting
7 PM Ray of Hope

24

25
10:30/7 Bible Study
10:30-1 Clothes Bank
Noon ‘Come to the
Banquet’
No Youth today

26
6:30 PM Bell Choir
7:30 PM Choir
8 PM AA

27

28

29
8/10:30 Worship
9:10 Sunday School
2 PM Miles for
Mission/4 PM Service

30
7 PM Ray of Hope

